Aquatic Invasive Species Pathways Program - Annual
Review
Inbox
Jane Perrino

Wed, Dec 30, 2020,
4:43 PM

to me, Tad
Hi Amy,
Attached you will find the aforementioned year-in-review document that summarizes
what this program has accomplished in 2020. Again, we are sincerely grateful for the
financial support your Township Board has provided. This year threw some wrenches in
other funding sources, yet we were able to carry on reasonably well!
Please share this report with your Board and Trustees, and don't hesitate to send
questions or concerns my way.
Thank you & Happy New Year,
Jane
P.S. If you are also interested in the Benzie Conservation District 2020 Annual Report,
you can find it HERE.
-Jane Perrino M.S.
Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator
Benzie Conservation District
Office: 231-882-4391
Cell: 630-200-2308
jane@benziecd.org

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES
PATHWAYS PROGRAM
2020 SEASON REPORT - CRYSTAL LAKE TOWNSHIP, BENZIE

BCD staff identifying aquatic plants on Stevens Lake, Almira Twp.

2020 SEASON ACTIVITIES
Benzie County
The saying goes, "There is nothing new under the sun." However, this year definitely proved to be unusual for all.
Despite hurdles introduced by COVID-19, we at the Benzie Conservation District remained active in executing our
mission - to preserve and enhance the natural resources of Benzie County. Truthfully, we wouldn't wish this time
away, as it provided opportunity to dig in to new modes of rendering services and deepening partnerships.
The Benzie Conservation District's Aquatic Invasive Species Pathways Program (AISPP) continued to work towards
its goals and objectives thanks to the support of the US Forest Service, the 2018 millage and local townships, such
as yours. As a major grant award through the State of Michigan was frozen for our entire field season, we are
extremely grateful for your inclination towards our efforts to lessen the impact of aquatic invasive species in
northwest Michigan. Thank you!
We made headway on many fronts, though typical boater outreach activities were paused for the 2020 season due
to safety and effectiveness reasons. Public events were canceled as well, yet we were able to continue our
educational impact through a number of direct and indirect methods, reaching 300+ individuals directly (meetings,
conferences, public inquiry and site visits) and 110,000+ individuals indirectly (news media, social media, website
and online resources). We continued with the project to monitor and survey 5 Benzie lakes, gathering chemical and
physical data that will be crucial to detecting new invasive plant infestations and future management. We're
pleased to share that only one new population of invasive Eurasian water milfoil was confirmed (Garey Lake).
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IMPACT SUMMARY
OUTREACH & EDUCATION
As mentioned, some of the AISPP's outreach as we knew it needed
to adapt this season. We collaborated with colleagues to create
educational short videos, linked on our website and social media,
which will be an ongoing part of our educational offerings.
We began to create aquatic invasive species (AIS) activity packs,
available for public to "check out" and enjoy with their children
summer 2021.
The age of digital meetings brought about by the pandemic meant
high attendance rate to regional meetings and better networking
with partners. This will make our efforts more effective.
Created free activity and coloring sheets for download.
110,300+ individuals reached with AIS information and assistance

MONITORING & SURVEY
AISPP staff monitored 5 Benzie Lakes in 2020:
Brooks, Bronson, Sanford, Stevens and Garey
Lakes were selected with little or no water quality and vegetation
data, and in proximity to one another for our small crew to be able
to sample efficiently.
We gathered water quality, shoreline habitat health and completed
a comprehensive aquatic plant survey for each lake. Individual
reports to follow soon.
*Of note: The only lake with submerged aquatic invasive plants was
Garey Lake (DNR access) - Eurasian water milfoil was found. Proper
reporting and public outreach will help protect nearby lakes.
Appropriate stakeholders will be contacted.
2021 Lakes: Little Platte Lake, Upper Herring Lake, Pearl Lake & TBA

Angler artwork from coloring activity sheet
that teaches about AIS "pathways" of transport.
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Vegetation survey sites on Sanford Lake

SPECIAL & UPCOMING PROJECTS
We have added aerial drone imaging to our tech capabilities and
will use this new tool to help detect and map aquatic invasive
plants in watersheds. Already, Upper Herring Lake Assoc. has
received helpful images in determining their extent of Eurasian
water milfoil.
We assisted the Crystal Lake & Watershed Assoc. with a complete
update of all AIS signage at boat access sites.
Currently we are planning a virtual aquatic plant workshop in
collaboration with MSU Extension, free for the public.
A recent small grant award from Clean Boats, Clean Waters
($3000) will allow us to replace AIS signs at boat access sites and
provide specialized angler outreach.
State grant award through the Michigan Invasive Species Grant
Program for 3 years has been reinstated, after a 6 month pause,
and will help staff our boat washing operation as well as surveys,
AIS reporting and outreach.
For questions and program details, contact Jane Perrino:
(231)882-4391 or Jane@benziecd.org
www.benziecd.org/aquatic-invasive-species.html
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2020 boating activity was high; we look forward
to educating boaters about AIS next season!

