
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     Groundskeeper Contract: 2026, 2027, 2028 
 

Crystal Lake Township (“Township”) owns at three locations in Frankfort, Michigan (49635): 
East Cemetery, 1658 Frankfort Highway; and North Cemetery, 1511 Pilgrim Highway,  

and Crystal Lake Township Hall, 1651 Frankfort Highway; and employs a Cemetery Administrator 
(“Admin”) to oversee its cemetery operations. 

 
Work performed by Groundskeeper (“Keeper” which includes employees of Keeper) under this contract 
shall maintain grounds at location(s) with emphasis on the natural environment, by monitoring and 
managing the general condition of the burial grounds, buildings, and infrastructure. Keeper agrees to 
perform services for Township under terms and conditions set forth in this contract. Specific tasks and 
terms shall include but not be limited to the following: 
 

1. Grounds at cemeteries and hall shall be generally maintained (mowed, trimmed, and cleaned up of 
all detritus) through the warmer 6-7 months of the year.  Work shall be accomplished expedit-
iously within allotted timeframes.  Township acknowledges workload will be substantially heavier 
in the spring with initial debris cleanup, but insists it be completed as early as April or at the latest 
by beginning of third week in May.  Groundskeeper may petition Admin for flexibility due to 
variable growing conditions or extenuating circumstances. 
 

2. Timetable for mowing sessions is somewhat flexible but shall take place approximately every 2 
weeks, 10 sessions per year.  There shall be one in late May and only one in October, all 8 other 
mows shall be executed in June, July, August and September.  Keeper must work with and keep the 
Admin apprised of any variations to schedule.  Keeper shall also mow start-to-finish at each site 
(e.g. although one site may take more than one day, groundskeeper shall not mow half a cemetery 
one week and the other half another week.)  Without fail, mowing and trimming shall always be 
completed in the weeks just prior to the weekends in which the Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
and Labor Day holidays are observed. 
 

3. Beginning of season’s “Clean Up” is defined as the pickup of all off-season manageable fallen limbs 
and sticks plus the blowing all leaves/debris and their subsequent contractor’s offsite disposal.  
Cost of Spring Clean Up shall not be quoted separately and shall be incorporated into overall quote. 

 
4. Mowing is defined as the mechanized cutting of grass/weeds and includes pick up/disposal of 

sticks/branches and detail trimming around headstones and other structures.  Grass clippings do 
not need to be collected.  
 

5. After initial Spring Clean Up and its haul away, Keeper shall dispose of any subsequent fallen or 
trimmed organic materials that accrue during the warm season (such as leaves, branches, trees, 
acorns, pine cones, etc.) in designated wooded areas. Discarded inorganic refuse (e.g. litter, 



 

 

inappropriate de cor, etc.) shall be placed in appropriate trash receptacles inside the storage 
building.  Keeper is welcome to remove to storage building or to garbage collection those 
decorations that are in violation of the Crystal Lake Township Cemetery Ordinance, especially as it 
interferes with efficient mowing and trimming. 

 
6. Groundskeeper shall maintain overall satisfactory appearance of grounds per judgment of the 

Admin. Groundskeeper shall be expected to cooperate with and be in communication with the 
Admin.  General status of the cemeteries and hall such as maintenance issues, vandalism, fallen 
limbs, water leaks, ordinance violations, etc. shall be monitored and reported to the Admin 
without delay; any dissatisfaction on the part of either party shall be conveyed for improvement of 
methods and results. 
 

7. Groundskeeper shall supply own tools/equipment, and shall always operate same with utmost 
safety to both operators and the visitors to the cemeteries.  The Township shall not assume 
liability for injury or damage as a result of unsafe operation or maintenance of equipment.  Any 
damage to plantings, monuments, pavement, well heads, signs, faucets, buildings, etc. caused by 
Groundskeeper in the execution of these contractual duties shall be the financial and physical 
responsibility of the contractor to replace or repair, to the satisfaction of the Cemetery 
Administrator.  

 
What is not covered in this contract and, at the Admin’s prerogative, must be agreed to separately with 
contractor or contracted to another party, includes but is not limited to: 
 

 additional mowing/clean up sessions beyond the required 10; 
 tree trimming, especially unusually large tree removal/cleanup 
 the opening, maintenance, and closing of seasonal water systems; 
 hauling of top soil, sand, or other materials from supplier to the cemetery; and 
 grass seeding of gravesites, application of herbicides. 

 
For the aforementioned, general grounds mowing and maintenance work at (circle the applicable:) 
North Cemetery   East Cemetery   Hall Grounds  is thus awarded to the Groundskeeper as an independent 
contractor with a 1-year contract, twice automatically renewable upon Admin’s approval.  The agreed 
sum payment shall be $__________________ per year for the 2026, 2027, and 2028 seasons with no obligation 
for continuance during this period provided two-weeks’ “no cause” notice is given in writing by either 
party.  After timely receipt of Keeper’s invoice at each month’s end, equal payments shall be issued. [Note: 
if work commences in April there will be seven payments of _________________; if work starts in May, there 
will be six payments of _________________.]   
 
For practical purposes, this contract shall commence only when all affiliated tax forms are completed by 
Keeper and filed with the Township Clerk.  
 
 
Contractor Printed Name ___________________________  Supervisor Printed Name__________________________________ 
 
Contractor Signature _______________________________    Supervisor Signature_______________________________________ 
 
Date _________________________________________________     Date _________________________________________________________ 
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