
 

 

   
 

 

 

 
 
                                                                                                                                    

 
 

 
BLIGHT:  The Township sent out a special mailing in April which contained, among other things, a letter 
regarding our intended push to do something substantial about blighted properties.  A committee was formed, 
a new enforcement officer hired, and a plan for working with owners to get results has been outlined.  We are 
under no illusion that this will be a quick or easy undertaking for either the township or the property owners 
but we are starting down the path to resolution of “junk” as well as zoning violations.  
 

BROADBAND: As you might recall, back in 2021 the CLT Board voted to invest our allocated American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA)/State Fiscal Recovery Fund monies to assist in broadband expansion for those constituents 
who were determined to be under served or not served at all. The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
identified 1,256 serviceable locations within CLT.  Cherry Capital Connections (CCC) will have a strong presence 
in CLT, connecting customers starting June 2025.  CCC has now constructed 132,647 feet of fiber that passed 
558 locations.  All 311 of the Realizing Opportunity with Broadband Infrastructure Networks (ROBIN) locations 
now have service available, 48 households with active service and 53 waiting for installation crews.  
Restoration and final construction work along River and Adams roads will affect 27 locations with additional 
clean up on Thomas Road and Pilgrim Highway.  All work should be completed by July.  CCC appreciates 
everyone’s patience as they worked in the roadway and worked to provide service to all.  
 

CLEAN UP DAYS: The last day for township-sponsored junk disposal will be Saturday, August 2nd, 8 to 11 
a.m. or until trucks are full.  The event will again be held in the Graceland Fruit Parking lot and more 
information about what is allowed/not allowed is on the website.  Thank you so much to our volunteers: 
Sondra & Brian Halliday, Dave Spragens, Jay Burt, Leroy & Sam Reed, Elaine Walton and Sue Webber.  Want to 
volunteer to help with Clean Up Days?  Or need help with transport of your junk? Call us.  For tire, electronic 
and hazardous pickup dates and sites, look up on County website for other collection days. 
 

We’ve been enjoying an election hiatus since the busy, election-filled year in 
2024, but soon will prepare for a special election in November. The Benzie 
County Road Commission millage proposal will be on the November 4, 2025 
ballot. If passed, the millage will fund a new Road Commission building. 
Information on the proposal is available at the CLT Hall. 
 

We are seeking current contact information for the CLT voter database.  Maintaining accurate 

and up-to-date voter contact information is essential for effective outreach, compliance, and problem solving. 
Please confirm with Clerk Judy VanMeter or Deputy Clerk Sondra Halliday your current contact information 
including address, phone number, and email address. This is especially important for those who prefer to vote 
by absentee ballot. Call 231-352-9791, ext. 3, email clerk@cltbenzie.org, or email deputyclerk@cltbenzie.org 
by August 1, 2025. Your help is greatly appreciated!  
 

                     

Crystal Lake Township Newsletter 
Summer 2025 

 

1651 Frankfort Hwy/ POB 2129   Frankfort, MI 49635 
231-352-9791          www.crystallaketwp.org 

 

 

mailto:clerk@cltbenzie.org
mailto:deputyclerk@cltbenzie.org
http://www.crystallaketwp.org/


 

 

 
FIREWORKS:  Did you know there are times & days when they are never allowed? 
State and local fireworks rules specifically prohibit their ignition at any time if 1) on public 
property including roads, sidewalks, beaches; 2) classified above “consumer grade” by unlicensed 
persons; 3) by anyone underage and/or impaired by alcohol and drugs; 4) an official fire ban has 
been declared; and/or, 5) located on private property, without specifically expressed permission 
by owner.  On the other hand, if legal fireworks are ignited properly by qualified persons with permission on 
private property, then legal, safe, controlled fireworks are allowed but only on these days during these hours: 

 
               (1)  after 11:00 a.m. on December 31 and until 1:00 a.m. on January 1;  
               (2)  after 11:00 a.m. and until 11:45 p.m. on the Sat. & Sun. immediately preceding Memorial Day;  
               (3)  after 11:00 a.m. and until 11:45 p.m. on June 29 through July 4;  
               (4)  if July 5 falls on a Fri. or Sat., then after 11:00 a.m. and until 11:45 p.m. on July 5;  
               (5)  after 11:00 a.m. and until 11:45 p.m. on the Sat. and Sun. immediately preceding Labor Day.  
 
Remember that CLT property owners are expected to notify those occupying their properties 
(family/renters/guests) of fireworks rules including dates allowed and types of fireworks permissible. CLT is 
prepared to issue citations to all violators involved. And here’s another thing to think about: Township officials 
and the Crystal Lake Watershed Association warn of the different types of contamination caused by fireworks 
and the lack of cleanup by users.  Be kind and considerate.  Although patriotic and celebratory to many, 
fireworks also pollute, and are a menace to many animals and human beings as well as the environment. 

 
SHORT TERM RENTAL POLICY:   In early April 2025, the Township sent you a 
ancillary material regarding our newly adopted Short-term Rental (STR) Ordinance.  
The STR Ordinance has now gone into effect, and will be fully implemented/enforced 
in the calendar year 2026.  It is important that all constituents be aware of this new 
policy. 

The Township Planning Commission, Board and staff did a great deal of research 
before establishing this new ordinance.  To help facilitate it, Elaine Walton was 
appointed the STR Administrator, and is available to answer questions. (stradmin@cltbenzie.org; 231-352-
9791 ext. 6.)  She looks forward to working with our community to be sure the STR Ordinance provides 
direction and enforcement policies that support all property owners and residents in the Township. 

What to do:  1) Read the Ordinance.  It is posted on our website.  2) Complete the mailed survey and return 
it as soon as possible. This brief questionnaire, which commits you to nothing, is also posted on the website, 
and we ask those property owners who will definitely rent, or may only anticipate renting their properties, to 
fill it out.  Responses from the survey will help us to learn even more about what to expect in terms of the 
number and locations of rentals in the Township as well as the thoughts and concerns property owners have 
about the current ordinance.  3) Fill out a permit application for 2026 beginning September 15 (copy will be 
available on the CLT website) IF you plan to rent next year.  Permits may be completed/submitted to Elaine via 
mail, email, or dropped off and will be processed in a timely way in the order received.   

ZONING:  We are here to help get your project started, but we remind you that a zoning (land use) permit is 
needed BEFORE any clearing, grading, excavation or filling of land for your project can be started on any lot, 
parcel of land OR BEFORE any existing building or any new building can be located, erected, constructed, re-
constructed, altered.  Zoning permit applications and instructions can be downloaded from our website.  

mailto:stradmin@cltbenzie.org

